
Keynotes
A publication of the Holmes County Education Foundation

Vol. 13, Issue 2 Summer - Fall
2016

Inside This Issue

Providing our community  
with key opportunities  
for further education.

Trustees                         
Linda L. Angelo 

Julian L. Coblentz 
Judge Robert D. Rinfret 

Michael K. Taylor 
John R. Waltman

Advisory Board          

Jimmy Croskey, III 
Shearer Equipment

Dave Findley                     
Retired Educator

Chris Gertz                     
Hummel Insurance

Teresa Habeger                    
Berlin Village Inn

Nicole Horn, DPM.            
Performance Foot & Ankle

Jane Houin                  
Holmes Soil & Water      
Conservation District

Mark Leininger           
Holmes County Economic          

Development Council 
 

Shasta Mast 
Holmes County  

Chamber of Commerce

Pastor Wes McElravy             
Millersburg Christian Church

Jordan Miller                     
Rea & Associates

Ray Miller 
Eagle Machinery & Supply   

Molly Mohr 
Commercial & Savings Bank

Staff
Darla A. Stitzlein 

Executive Director

Kaeli Dial 
Administrative Assistant

  

 When an anonymous donor contributed 
funds in 1989 with a vision to help further education 
for Holmes County residents, no one could have 
imagined the impact that single contribution would 
have on the future of the Holmes County Education 
Foundation (HCEF) and many future Holmes County 
students.  Twenty-seven years later, the HCEF has 
awarded over seven million dollars in grants and 
scholarships thanks in part to generous local and 
nationwide donors.

	 The	HCEF	currently	oversees	fifty-
two endowed scholarships.  Current endowed 
scholarships are awarded to students pursuing a 
variety of higher education majors including but not 
limited to: Nursing, Business, Agricultural Studies, 
Music, Education, Arts, and Accounting/Finance.  
There	are	also	other	qualifications	such	as	athletic	
involvement, academic merit, community service, and participation in high school music 
programs and 4-H clubs that allow students to be eligible for endowed scholarships.  

 In 2015, The Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship was created to award funds 
to	college-bound	students	who	are	the	first	child	in	their	family	to	attend	college	or	a	

university.  This past year, 58 % of new HCEF applicants were 
eligible for this award.  Student Katlyn Hamner, who is pursuing 
Nursing	at	Otterbein	University,	was	selected	as	the	first	Bruce	
& Janet Mann Scholarship recipient.  

 The HCEF currently hosts and assists with many different 
events	through-out	the	year	to	help	first	time	students	and	
families learn more about the college-going process including: 
the annual Holmes County College Fair, FAFSA workshops, 
West Holmes High School and Hiland High School Financial Aid 
Night, and Student Loan Information Night.

	 Many	scholarships	awarded	are	primarily	financial-
need based grants with preference given to Holmes County 
residents attending a university and/or college pursuing higher 

education.  The accredited higher education institutions must follow compliance standards 
set by the U.S. Department of Education.  All local students including High School seniors, 
Non-traditional students, and Adult students are encourged to apply.  Students may utilize 
awarded	scholarship	funds	for	tuition	and	fees	towards	an	accredited	certificate	program,	
Associate’s degree, Bachelor’s degree, and Master’s degree provided eligibility is met.  
New scholarship applications will be available at www.hcef.net in January 2017.  
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Local Students are "College-Bound" with the help of Scholarships

58 % of new Holmes 
County Education 

Foundation Scholarship 
Applicants in 2016 were 
the first child in their 

family to attend college.

Melissa & Katie Welsh with Hannah Schlegel 
who received the Melanie A. Gehm Memorial 

Scholarship (above).

2016 Hiland High School Scholarship Recipients (above).
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Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

recipients are at college working 
toward obtaining degrees and ensuring 
meaningful careers. With continued 
support by our faithful donors and the 
generosity of new donors annually, we 
see positive trends in higher education 
of our community. Holmes County has a 
high	population	of	students	that	are	first	
in their family to attend college. The work 
the foundation does, gives these families 
the	guidance	and	financial	assistance	to	
see their child succeed in college. If the 
first	child	attends	college,	younger	siblings	
will likely follow suit and a positive trend 
begins.  
 The foundation was created in 
1989	and	awarded	its	first	scholarships	
in 1991.  According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, in 1990 the percentage of 
Holmes County adults age 25 and older 
with a bachelor’s degree or higher was 
6.5%. Similarly in 2010-2014 census 
data, that same statistic had increased to 
7.8%.  Additionally, in 1992 the Holmes 
County college-going rate of high school 
graduates was 47%.  In 2016, that 
percentage increased to 60%.  Positive 

trends like these are a win-win for 
students, donors and community.  
 As you’ll read in this issue of 
Keynotes, several factors allow for these 
positive strides.  We continue to have the 
support of local families that annually 
raise funds at special events for their 
loved one’s scholarships. We have new 
donors create scholarships to assist more 
students. We provide donors additional 
giving options such as estate planning 
membership in the Keyholder’s Society 
and the IRA Charitable Rollover option. 
We offer the college fair so students 
can explore several dozen colleges right 
here at home. We work with community 
leaders who spread the word of the 
important work that we do, and highlight 
success stories of recipients that have 
returned to our community.
 Elvis sang, “It’s now or never.” 
You can get involved with us any time. 
Stop	in	and	see	us	or	call	and	find	out	
how you can help us continue this upward 
trend!

Darla A. Stitzlein

Executive Session
A Message from our Director

“I happened to come along 
in the music business when 
there was no trend.”
Elvis Presley ~ American musician 
and actor
 “Trending”	is	defined	as	being	
the subject of many posts on a social 
media website in a short period of time. 
Trending stories are about celebrities, 
storm damage, politicians or recent 
news and tragedies. I am interested in 
the trends that have a local and global 
positive	influence.	
 We’ve wrapped up a successful 
season of scholarship awards. Our 

Welcome New Advisory Board Members

Jane Houin
Holmes Soil & Water 
Conservation District

“I am excited to help develop 
educational opportunities 
for the students of Holmes 

County in obtaining the 
education and work-force 
skills necessary to become 

vibrant, contributing members 
of our community.”

Jordan Miller
Rea & Associates
“I was honored to be 

asked by the Foundation’s 
administration to be a part 

of the Advisory Board. 
The HCEF is an important 
community asset and I’m 

excited to serve in supporting 
its mission.”

Wes McElravy
Millersburg Christian 

Church
“Holmes County is a family 
community and I am blessed 
to be a part of HCEF that 
believes in helping families 
pay for higher education.”

Teresa Habeger
Berlin Village Inn

“This community has always 
been so generous when needs 
arise and this foundation is a 
real world example of this. 
It is my hope that even more 
individuals can benefit from 

the HCEF.  I am honored to be 
a part of it and look forward 

to serving.” 
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The Holmes County Education Foundation has had the 
privilege of working with several donors throughout 

the years in establishing educational scholarships. Each 
of these scholarships is created by a donor to meet their 
unique philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable 
goals, and improve the quality of life for Holmes County 
residents.

As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or 
more, we establish named Endowed Scholarships. These 
are often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an 
anniversary or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life. 
The donor may determine the name of the scholarship 
and its criteria.

The Holmes County Education Foundation relies 
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize the 
importance of education. Help us continue to provide 
the residents of Holmes County with educational 
opportunities by remembering the Holmes County 
Education Foundation in your will. Contact Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to discuss 
establishing a scholarship.

·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman/Irving Family Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·Joe & Frieda Bock Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·College Access Last Dollar Grant
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
·Julius and Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship
·Killbuck Area Scholarship 
·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship

·Helen Logsdon Scholarship 
·Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship
-Carl & Florence Maurer Scholarship
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
·Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb Snyder Educational Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship 
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship
·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Paul & Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
·Helen Youngs Music Scholarship

The IRA charitable rollover law allows you to transfer up to 
$100,000.00 tax-free directly from an individual retirement account 
(IRA) to the Holmes County Education Foundation (HCEF) without 
undesirable tax effects!

If you are 70.5 years or older and hold an individual retirement 
account, you may qualify for the IRA charitable rollover if you 
transfer funds directly from an IRA to one or more qualified charities 
including the HCEF.  Please consult you tax professional if you are 
considering a charitable gift under this law.

To make an IRA charitable rollover gift to the HCEF, please instruct 
your IRA plan administrator to include your name and designation in 
the memo section of a check and make payable and mail to:  
 The Holmes County Education Foundation

114 North Clay Street
Millersburg, OH 44654

IRA Charitable Rollover
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Hometown happenings

1st Place Team (L- R) : Art Miller, Jud Menuez, 

Kim Kaufman, and Ryan Schlabach

The 17th Annual Aimee Frenette-Rickly 18-Hole Golf Tournament was 
held on June 26, 2016 at Fire Ridge Golf Course in Millersburg, Ohio.  
One	hundred	and	fifteen	golfers	participated	in	the	event.		The	team	

consisting of Jud Menuez, Ryan Schlabach, Kim Kaufman, and Art Miller 
came	in	at	first	place	with	a	score	of	53.		Second	place	went	to	Jimmy	
Allison, Jarret Mathie, Micah Roach, and Dustin Kessinger with a score 

of 57.  Third place went to Stan Maxwell, Travis Mullet, Jeremy Green, 
and Dayton Shepherd with a score of 59.  The event brought in over 

$4,900 for the Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship fund, held and 
managed by the Holmes County Education Foundation.  This year’s recipient 
of the Frenette-Rickly Scholarship is Raichelle Erman, who will be studying 
Biology/Pre-Medicine	at	Edinboro	University.		To	date,	twenty-five	students	

have received $18,650 as part of the Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial 
Scholarship toward tuition and related fees.

Riders prepare to start the 2016 Weber Girls Poker Run

The Weber Girls 9th Annual Poker Run kicked off at the Holmesville 
Melvin McClure American Legion Post No. 551 on July 29, 2016.  Over 
fifty-four	riders	made	their	way	through	the	countrysides	of	Holmes,	

Coshocton, Knox, and Ashland counties.  A total of $3,000.00 was gifted 
to the Weber Girls Scholarship, which is managed through the Holmes 

County Education Foundation, and is awarded to a Holmes County student 
pursuing higher education that also is a descendent of a veteran.  This 
year’s scholarship recipient is Mary Macaulay who is studying Biology/

Pre-Dentistry at The Ohio State University.

Carl & 
Florence 
Maurer 

Scholarship

The Carl & Florence Maurer Scholarship was created by 
Florence Maurer because of her and her late husband’s 

strong belief in the importance of education.   The couple 
was highly active in the community through agriculture and 
gardening as well as through the West Holmes Local School 
District.   The scholarship will be awarded to West Holmes 
High	School	graduating	seniors	with	demonstrated	financial	
need and who are pursuing a higher education.  Florence 

stated, “Carl and I just wanted for the kids to get an 
education.  Creating this scholarship will help those kids go 

to college.” 
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Keyholder’s society

Members

The Keyholder’s Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors who have 

included or intend to include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their wills, trusts, 

retirement plans, life insurance designations, and other planned gifts.  By joining, you can take 

satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important legacy.  Contact Executive Director Darla 

Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more about becoming a member of the Keyholder’s Society.

honorary founders

linda & MiKe angelo
anonyMous (3)
Kay e. earney
robin c. hovis

richard & betty Mcnutt
John & dona roberts
MiKe & cindy taylor

MeMbers
anonyMous

carl & florence Maurer

2016 Holmes County College Fair

Monday, October 17, 2016
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

@
Harvest Ridge - William T. Baker Family Building
FREE Admission with over 60 exhibitors expected!

Sponsored by: The Holmes County Education Foundation & 
Walmart Foundation

In Memoriam
 Our dear friend Jane 
Irving passed away on August 
28, 2016.  Jane and her husband 
Mark Baserman, created the 
Baserman - Irving Family 
Scholarship that is administered 
by the Holmes County Education 
Foundation.  The scholarship assists 
students that attend classes at 
either Wayne College Holmes 
Campus in Millersburg, Ohio or 
The University of Akron - Wayne 
College in Orrville, Ohio.  This 
scholarship has assisted three 
students since it was created.  We are honored to administer the 
Baserman - Irving Family Scholarship and offer our sympathies to 
the family.  The family has requested that memorial contributions 
be made in Jane’s memory to their scholarship fund held with the 
foundation or to the Holmes County Humane Society.

Judge Jane Irving 



Providing our Community with Key 
Opportunities for Further Education

Make an investment in our community 
by donating today! You may use the 
enclosed donor envelope or check 
out our website at www.hcef.net 
for online giving options!

114 North Clay Street
Millersburg, OH 44654
Phone: 330.674.7303
Fax: 330.674.7313
E-mail: info@hcef.net 
Web: www.hcef.net
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daily on to local students through classes 
and projects that he helps teach such 
as  Publications, Broadcasting, College 
Prep  English 12, Yearbook, and Game 
Design.

 “My employment aligns 
perfectly for my degrees earned.  My 
education has prepared me fully for 
my position and responsibilities, as 
well as offered me the opportunity 
to experience many extracurricular 
activities such as directing student plays, 
where I lead students outside of the 
classroom,” comments Jeremy.

 The Holmes County Education 
Foundation was able to help Jeremy 
Burnison obtain his Master’s degree 
through	financial	support.		Jeremy	adds,		
“I received the Raymond J. & Louella F. 
Patterson Scholarship for Teachers.  This 
would	 have	 been	 financially	 difficult	
without	the	help	of	the	financial	support	
of the scholarship.  The Holmes County 
Education Foundation informed me of 

the scholarship and made the process of 
application and reception easy.”

 Jeremy Burnison lives with 
his wife, Renee, and three children 
in Shreve, Ohio. He enjoys  camping, 
mowing, boating, and running the sound 
board for praise bands for his church in 
his spare time.

Spotlight on Alumni

 Imagine being able to explore 
the world of gaming, broadcasting, and 
print media all while educating others! 
Jeremy Burnison, a teacher for the West 
Holmes Local School District, is able to 
do just that thanks in part to his Master’s 
Degree in Instructional Technology from 
Kent State University.

 Mr. Burnison graduated from 
Waynedale High School and pursued 
his undergraduate degree in Education 
from Miami University.  He graduated 
with his bachelor’s degree in 1998.  He 
states, “My wife and I started a family 
two years after I graduated from Miami 
University.  We decided to move back 
home	from	Fairfield,	Ohio.		We	wanted	
to be able to live closer to family for our 
children.”  

 Presently, Jeremy Burnison is 
able to pass his knowledge of subjects 

Jeremy Burnison


