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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

working alongside local Amish and 
Mennonite Churches accustomed to 
directing their own funerals.  Of his 
career, Brandon states “I really love 
my work. It’s a 24/7 committment, 
which doesn’t leave much room for 
traveling or hobbies. As long as I 
continue to have work in the funeral 
field here in Holmes County, that is 
where I plan to stay.” 

     Brandon is grateful for the 
financial aid he received, stating 
“During my time in school, I was 
more stressed by the finances than 
the academics. The Holmes County 
Education Foundation certainly played 
a roll in lowering my financial stress 
during those years. Now, I can focus 
on providing for my family of  six!”

Spotlight on Alumni

 As the Foundation 
prepares to administer scholarships 
to local students for the upcoming 
academic year, it is apparent the 
impact these scholarships have 
had on our local community.  The 
scholarships and grants awarded 
through the Holmes County Education 
Foundation reflect an investment 
in not only those who are currently 
pursuing higher education, but the 
imprint of our alumni successes within 
Holmes County, Ohio. 
     Brandon W. Miller, Owner of 
Miller Funeral Care, located in 
Walnut Creek, Ohio earned his 
Associate’s of Science degree from 
The University of Akron’s Wayne 
College in 2016, and went on to 
earn his Bachelor of Mortuary 
Science in 2018 from Cincinnati 
College of Mortuary Science. 
Brandon opened Miller Funeral 
Care in January of 2020, providing 
basic funeral arrangements, 
embalming, and transport 
services to the local community. 
Miller Funeral Care specializes in 

Become a monthly giving donor!

Brandon W. Miller
Miller Funeral Care - Owner, Funeral Director, & Embalmer

Keyholders’ society

The Holmes County Education Foundation has had the 
privilege of working with several donors throughout 

the years in establishing scholarships. Each of these 
scholarships is created by a donor to meet their unique 
philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable goals, and 
improve the quality of life for Holmes County residents. 
    As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or more, 
we establish named Endowed Scholarships. These are 
often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an anniversary 
or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life. The donor may 
determine the name of the scholarship and its criteria. 
    The Holmes County Education Foundation relies 
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize the 
importance of education. Help us continue to provide the 
residents of Holmes County with educational opportunities 
by remembering the Holmes County Education Foundation 
in your will. Contact Executive Director Darla Stitzlein at 
(330) 674-7303 to discuss establishing a scholarship.

     The IRA charitable rollover law allows you to transfer up to 
$100,000.00 tax-free directly from an individual retirement account 
(IRA) to the Holmes County Education Foundation (HCEF) without 
undesirable tax effects! 
     If you are 70.5 years or older and hold an individual retirement 
account, you may qualify for the IRA charitable rollover if you 
transfer funds directly from an IRA to one or more qualified charities 
including the HCEF.  Please consult your tax professional if you are 
considering a charitable gift under this law. 
     To make an IRA charitable rollover gift to the HCEF, please instruct 
your IRA plan administrator to include your name and designation in 
the memo section of a check and make payable and mail to:

Holmes County Education Foundation
114 North Clay Street, Millersburg, OH 44654

IRA Charitable RolloverEstablish a Scholarship With Us!

The Keyholders’ Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors who have included or intend to 
include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their wills, trusts, retirement plans, life insurance designations, and 

other planned gifts.  By joining, you can take satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important legacy.  Contact 
Executive Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more about becoming a member of the Keyholders’ Society.
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New Memorial Scholarships Established
      The Foundation announces the newly endowed “Aaron 
Kaufman Educational Scholarship” for the 2021-2022 academic 
year.  This scholarship was created by the family and friends 
of the late Aaron Kaufman, Superintendent of West Holmes 
Local School District. This scholarship will assist West Holmes 
High School graduating seniors as they pursue their higher 
education goals. To be eligible for this scholarship, the appli-
cants must be West Holmes High School graduating seniors. 
Students who demonstrate the following characteristics that 
Aaron displayed will be considered for the scholarship: School 
spirit, athleticism, drive, compassion, leadership, encourage-
ment, and determination.
      Jessica Kaufman stated, “Aaron’s passion was to help and 
educate the children of the West Holmes community. He 
understood the importance of education, leadership, and 
involvement.  He spent his life embodying the qualities of 
a true Knight. It is a privilege to continue his life mission 
through the Aaron Kaufman Educational Scholarship.”

Aaron Kaufman

      The Foundation announces the newly endowed “Gabriel 
Koch Memorial Scholarship” for the 2021-2022 academic year. 
This scholarship was created by the family and friends of the 
late Gabriel Koch to honor and memorialize Gabe, who was a 
2009 West Holmes High School graduate, who loved nature, 
the outdoors, helping those in need, and being a member of the 
Knights marching band percussion section. Gabe was a college 
freshman at Heidelberg University at the time of his passing.       
This renewable scholarship will assist West Holmes graduat-
ing seniors as they pursue their higher education goals. To be 
eligible for this scholarship, the applicant must be a graduating 
senior of West Holmes High School, reside in Holmes County, 
and be pursuing a field of study in: Skilled-trades, Agriculture, 
Science, or Biology. Preference will be given to those attending 
a trade school. Students must demonstrate financial need and 
have been involved in high school band or community service.
   Gabe’s family stated, “Gabe was always very eager to learn. 
He was always there to help and encourage others to learn as 
well. This is a great way we, as his family can continue that.”

Gabriel Koch
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Key builders’ Monthly giving club
The Key Builders’ Club was established in 2020, to recognize and thank our recurring monthly donors 

who may not fully realize the impact of their monthly gifts.

To become a Key Builder, go to the “GIVE NOW” tab at the top of our web page, and in the “DONATION AMOUNT” section 
select “MONTHLY” from the “RECURRING DONATION?” drop-down menu.

DR. CALEB MACKEY  DANIEL & JENNY MORGANTI
ANNA PATTON  TRACY & JASON REIHELD

Deduct 100% of  Your Income with Charitable Gifts in 2021 
The CARES Act allows individuals to deduct up to 100% of income in 2021 using charitable gifts of cash. 

 To get this treatment, the deductible charitable gift must be a “Qualified Contribution.”  
  A qualified contribution is a deductible contribution that is: 
      1. “Paid in cash.” 
      2. “During calendar year 2021.” 
      3. “To an organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)” (i.e., a public charity).



Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

     I was hired by the Foundation to 
raise funds so more Holmes County 
students would have the opportunity 
to afford to attend college. My role 
as Executive Director for the last 
twenty-two years has allowed me 
the opportunity to assist seventeen-
year-old high school seniors look 
ahead at their futures and help 
finance their higher education paths. 
I have also enjoyed listening to 
scholarship donors reflect on their 
life’s journey and explain why they 
now invest in the futures of these 
young scholars. My job was a win-
win-win. Students could receive 
funding for college. Donors could 
achieve their philanthropic goals and 
achieve favorable tax deductions. 
I could take satisfaction in helping 
both groups achieve their desired 
outcomes.  

     As we all know, time flies the 
older we get. Some are not so lucky, 
and their lives are cut short way 
too soon. As you see in this issue 
of Keynotes, two new scholarships 
have been created to memorialize 
two young men who left us too soon. 
We are grateful to their friends 

and families for the honor they 
have instilled in the Foundation to 
reward other young students with 
scholarships to help them reach their 
full potential. You will also read 
about another young man whom we 
invested in and is using his higher 
education to assist families with the 
end-of-life process for their loved 
ones.  

     None of us are guaranteed 
tomorrow. We must do what we 
can today to make a difference for 
tomorrow. I have enjoyed the role 
that I have played here with the 
Foundation. After thirty years in my 
education career, I have decided 
to retire and allow my tomorrow to 
take a new path and follow some 
of my other passions in life. I am 
grateful for the opportunity that was 
given to me and I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time getting to know 
all of you. Thank you for your 
friendship and trust and most of all 
your investment in our youth. Your 
gifts today will ensure a brighter 
and clearer future for many!

Darla A. Stitzlein

Executive Session
A Message from our Director

“Let me be kind and loving today 
because tomorrow is far far 
away.”
~ Dr. Debasish Mridha 
   ~ Neurologist, Philosopher, Poet-seer, 
      Author   
 
     Ever since I was in the third grade, 
I have had corrective lenses. Dr. 
Bidlack determined that I was near-
sighted and prescribed me eyeglasses. 
It was my freshman year in high school 
that I began to wear contact lenses 
so I could play sports and not worry 
about breaking my glasses. Looking 
far ahead in life was figuratively and 
literally hard for me. With the help 
of my doctor and lenses, life became 
clearer to me. 

·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman-Irving Family Scholarship
·Bigelow United Methodist Church Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·John Bock, M.D. Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Campbell Family Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·Christmas Cookie Tour Hospitality Scholarship
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Lilian Grace Edna Duncan Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. John H. & Sandra S. Gindlesberger Scholarship
·Julius & Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
·Holmes County Farm Bureau Larry Lee Lang Memorial 
   Scholarship
·Holmes County Ministerial Association Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Aaron Kaufman Educational Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship
·Killbuck Area Scholarship
·Gabriel Koch Memorial Scholarship
·Dale & Catherine Lahm Family Scholarship 
·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship
·Leguillon Family Scholarship
·Helen Logsdon Scholarship

·MMF Scholarship
·Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship
·Carl & Florence Maurer Scholarship
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
·Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·Richard & Judy Seaman Scholarship for Community, 
   Creativity, & Entrepreneurship
·Herbert & Mary Dete Simmons Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb & Tootzi Snyder Family Scholarship
·Spirit Hiland Scholarship
·Spirit West Holmes Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Mike & Cindy Taylor Family Scholarship
·Walnut Creek Foods - Coblentz Family Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship 
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship
·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Paul & Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
·Helen R. Youngs Music Scholarship

*PLEASE DONATE TO THE FOLLOWING FUND to help 
complete the endowment & fully establish the
Holmes County Employee Growth Skilled-Trades Scholarship

Donate Today to One of Our 70 Endowed Scholarships HCEF Advisory Board: Transitions
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Help Establish the Holmes County 
Employee Growth Skilled-Trades Scholarship

In honor of our 30th Anniversary, we are raising $30,000 
to establish the Holmes County Employee Growth 
Skilled-Trades Scholarship! Today’s workforce is evolv-
ing into skills-based and the Foundation is evolving with it. 
This scholarship will benefit students who are pursuing the 
skilled-trades, which are in high demand. To date, we’ve 
raised $25,855 toward the goal. This new scholarship will 
complement two other scholarships that generous donors 
have recently created to meet the growing demand for 
skilled-trades professionals. This new scholarship would 
help to fill a need in our community for both employers and 
employees. 

Please DONATE TODAY. Help us solve the problem 
of the shortage of skilled-trades men & women!

Foundation Wishes Judge 
Rinfret a Joyful Retirement

   

    Robert D. Rinfret, Retired Judge of Holmes County 
Court of Common Pleas, completed his service with the 
Court and with his position as an HCEF Trustee on 
February 8, 2021.
    Retired Judge Rinfret has been an advocate for 
Holmes County youth for many years in both athletics 
and academics.
    We are grateful to Retired Judge Rinfret for his 
12-year service to the Foundation from 2010 to 2021, 
and we hope he enjoys his well-deserved retirement!

Become a KEY BUILDER
Monthly Giving Donor

TODAY!

•	 It’s easy & simple to set up.
•	 It helps you stick to your monthly budget.
•	 Set to auto-pay, just like your bills.
•	 Alleviates another item from your to-do list.
•	 Provides monthly revenue for the Foundation.
•	 Allows you to make a larger gift over time. 

 

How to Set Up Your Monthly Gift:
•	 Go to https://hcef.net/quick-donate-online.
•	 In	the	“Recurring	Donation”	field,	click	the	

drop-down arrow & set to “Monthly.”
•	 Complete the remainder of the form.
•	 Click the “DONATE TODAY” button.
•	 It’s as simple as that!

   The Foundation would like to express our gratitude to our 
outgoing Advisory Board Members for their six years of service:
Dave Findley (Upper Left)- Retired Teacher & Administrator of 37 
years at West Holmes Local Schools; Former employee of Holmes 
County Title Company; Pomerene Hospital Trustee; Aultman Health 
Foundation Board Member.
Chris Gertz (Upper Right)- Former HCEF Recipient; Benefits Risk 
Advisor at Hummel Group; Hiland High School JV & Assistant 
Varsity Girls Soccer Coach; President of Hiland High School Aca-
demic Booster Club; Barnyard Buddies 4H Club Advisor. 
Mark Leininger (Lower Left)- Executive Director at Holmes County 
Economic Development Council, Inc.; formerly of council with 
Critchfield, Critchfield, & Johnston, LTD.; Holmes County Community 
Improvement Corp.; Holmes County Airport Authority; and Historic 
Downtown Millersburg.
   Their valuable insight and support of the Foundation and our 
community is much appreciated!

   The Foundation would like to welcome our newest Advisory 
Board Member: Roger Proper, Jr. (Lower Right). Roger is a Trust 
& Estates Attorney with Critchfield, Critchfield, & Johnston, LTD. 
and is a former HCEF scholarship recipient. Roger is currently the 
president of the West Holmes Athletic Booster Club, and serves as 
a Trustee of the Wayne County Community Foundation. In the past, 
Roger had been involved with the following organizations: Main 
Street Wooster, Wooster Noon Lions Club, Wooster Young 
Professionals, and the Viola Startzman Free Clinic.

Scholarships available for the 2021 - 2022 academic year
Holmes County, OH students, teachers and residents are      
encouraged to apply for scholarships through the Holmes  

County Education Foundation website 
(www.hcef.net).  

The deadline to submit your online application is  
April 1, 2021 by 5:00 p.m. EST 

Scholarships are primarily awarded to those who demonstrate 
financial need, however, other non-economic and merit-based 

criteria may be considered.


