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  Thanks to contributions made by generous 
donors, the Holmes County Education Foundation 
(HCEF) has awarded $151,900.00 in renewable 
scholarship funds to eighty new applicants attending 
an accredited higher education institution for the 
2017-2018 academic year.  $315,516.00 were 
awarded to previous renewing scholarship recipients 
towards their tuition and fee costs.  To date, the HCEF 
has awarded over eight million dollars in scholarships 
and grants since 1991.  

  This past spring, the HCEF launched a new 
scholarship application program that allowed students 
to complete their application fully online!  Students 
accessed the scholarship application by visiting www.
hcef.net and completing a matching questionnaire 
which directed the applicant to the scholarship(s) in 

which they were eligible to apply for.  The Holmes County Education Foundation currently 
administers fifty-six endowed scholarships.  Details on scholarship creation, description, and 
qualifications are noted under each scholarship program as well as on the Foundation’s 
website.

 All scholarship recipients must plan to attend an accredited higher education 
institution according to regulations provided by the U.S. Department of Education. Most 
renewable scholarships are primarily based on financial need. However, scholarship criteria 
can vary greatly on major guidelines, county residency, extra-curricular activities, parental/
grandparent military affiliation, or volunteer service experience. 

 Students who renew their scholarship with the HCEF must maintain at least a 2.0 
cumulative GPA or higher with regards to scholarship guidelines and complete at least four 
hours of community service.  This year, one-hundred and forty-three students renewed their 
scholarships and completed over 1,068 hours 
of community service demonstrating a positive 
philanthropic impact on their local communities.

 Traditional, non-traditional, graduate 
students, and current Holmes County teachers are 
encouraged to apply with the Foundation for the 
2018 - 2019 academic year at www.hcef.net 
beginning January 2018.
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Thank you Donors for Helping us Award Over 
$467,000 in Scholarships this Year!

2017 Hiland High School Scholarship Recipients (above).

Executive Director and Millersburg Rotary 
Club Member, Darla Stitzlein (L), presents the 

“Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship” award to 
student Carah Porter (R).
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Darla A. Stitzlein, Executive Director

education. It’s our vision that they go on to 
complete their studies and attain a higher 
education degree to make an impact on 
the world. 
 Across Ohio and the nation, 
scholarship providers measure the impact 
of their programs differently. We look 
at annual college-going rates of the 
local high school graduating seniors. 
Our financial assistance helps to make 
college more affordable so they can 
attend. We look at the annual renewal 
rate of our scholarship recipients. Having 
renewable scholarship funds available 
for their second, third and fourth year 
of college leads to an annual average 
of 85-90% of our students renewing 
and eventually graduating with degree 
obtainment. Those renewing students must 
complete community service to retain their 

scholarship. More than 1,000 hours 
of community service were performed 
by our renewal students. How do you 
measure the impact that those students 
have had on their community? Please 
read our Spotlight on Alumni in this issue 
and see how one student obtained her 
PhD in Pharmacy and is now impacting 
the health and lives of her clients. 
 Be sure to visit our brand-new 
website at www.hcef.net. The project was 
a year in the making and we are very 
pleased with the outcome! Familiar faces 
line the pages to show the impact that 
we are making in Holmes County and 
beyond. Hopefully you will agree that 
we are on a winning streak of improving 
lives one student at a time. 

 

Darla A. Stitzlein

Executive Session
A Message from our Director

“A life is not important 
except in the impact it has 
on other lives.”
Jackie Robinson – Major League 
Baseball Player   1919-1972

  I’m rooting for the Cleveland 
Indians during their hot winning streak.   
A winning streak makes a huge impact 
on the team, fans, and the economy. In 
the business of higher education,  funds 
are invested in us to make an impact on 
the lives that we reach. Those dollars 
help students that are furthering their 

Meet Steve Waltman, the newest 
addition to the HCEF Advisory Board!

Steve Waltman
Ohio State Fire Marshal

 
“I was honored to 
be asked to serve 
on the Advisory 
Board for the Holmes 
County Education 
Foundation.  It is a 
great organization 
that has helped so 
many Holmes County 
residents meet their 
educational goals!”

SAVE THE DATE!
2017 HOLMES COUNTY COLLEGE FAIR

HARVEST RIDGE - EXPO CENTER BUILDING
OCTOBER 16, 2017

6 - 7:30 P.M.
Event is free and open to the public! If you are 

interested in enrolling in college, we encourage you 
to attend to speak with the in-state and out of state 

college and military representatives!
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The Holmes County Education Foundation has had 
the privilege of working with several donors 

throughout the years in establishing scholarships. Each 
of these scholarships is created by a donor to meet their 
unique philanthropic interests, achieve their charitable 
goals, and improve the quality of life for Holmes County 
residents.

As a special recognition of donors of $25,000 or 
more, we establish named Endowed Scholarships. These 
are often a tribute to a milestone event, such as an 
anniversary or birthday, or to honor a celebrated life. 
The donor may determine the name of the scholarship 
and its criteria.

The Holmes County Education Foundation relies 
solely on the contributions of citizens who recognize the 
importance of education. Help us continue to provide 
the residents of Holmes County with educational 
opportunities by remembering the Holmes County 
Education Foundation in your will. Contact Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to discuss 
establishing a scholarship.

·Holmes County Education Foundation Scholarship
·[Anonymous Donors] Achievement Scholarship
·Baserman/Irving Family Scholarship
·Jennifer Bird Duff Memorial Scholarship
·Harold (H.T.) & Louise Blum Scholarship
·Joe & Frieda Bock Scholarship
·Ami Breitenbucher Memorial Nursing Scholarship
·Cary Scholarship
·Ralph B. & Alta M. Dickersheet Scholarship
·Lilian Grace Edna Duncan Scholarship
·Herbert & Corrinne Drushell Scholarship
·Donald C. Egger Memorial Scholarship
·French Ridge Title Co. LTD Scholarship
·Aimee Frenette-Rickly Memorial Scholarship
·Robert & Elsie Galley Educational Scholarship
·Melanie A. Gehm Memorial Scholarship
·Julius and Helen Grassbaugh Scholarship
·Graven Family Nursing Scholarship
·Paul & Esther Haudenschild Memorial Music Scholarship
·Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship
·Heinbuch Memorial Scholarship
·Fred & Ollie Hoffman Scholarship
-Holmes County Chamber of Commerce - Amish Country 
Lodging Council Scholarship
-Holmes County Farm Bureau Larry Lee Lang Memorial 
Scholarship
-Holmes County Ministerial Association Scholarship
·Jennifer M. Jones Memorial Scholarship
·Key Foundation Endowed Scholarship

·Killbuck Area Scholarship 
·Thomas Layman Memorial Scholarship
·Helen Logsdon Scholarship 
·Bruce & Janet Mann Scholarship
·Master’s Service Scholarship
·Carl & Florence Maurer Scholarship
·Warren McCulloch Memorial Scholarship
·McNutt Scholarship
·Millersburg Rotary Club Scholarship
·Patricia M. Morganti Memorial Scholarship
·Keith Nowels Memorial Scholarship
·William H. Patten III Memorial Scholarship
·Dr. Owen & Mildred Patterson Scholarship
·Raymond J. & Louella F. Patterson Scholarship for Teachers
·Robert & Della Ramseyer Scholarship
·Rodhe Family Scholarship
·Sauerbrey Memorial Scholarship
·John W. & Geneva Schuler Scholarship
·Judson & Beverly Schuler Scholarship
·Blair Slutz Memorial Education Scholarship
·R. Dean & Jean A. Smith Scholarship
·Darb & Tootzi Snyder Family Scholarship
·Roy & Dorothy Stallman Memorial Scholarship
·Marcia L. Stutzman Memorial Scholarship
·Maxine Waltman Memorial Scholarship 
·Don & Oneta (“Grandma”) Way Memorial Scholarship
·Weber Girls Scholarship
·Paul & Elizabeth Young Memorial Music Scholarship
·Helen Youngs Music Scholarship

The IRA charitable rollover law allows you to transfer up to 
$100,000.00 tax-free directly from an individual retirement account 
(IRA) to the Holmes County Education Foundation (HCEF) without 
undesirable tax effects!

If you are 70.5 years or older and hold an individual retirement 
account, you may qualify for the IRA charitable rollover if you 
transfer funds directly from an IRA to one or more qualified charities 
including the HCEF.  Please consult you tax professional if you are 
considering a charitable gift under this law.

To make an IRA charitable rollover gift to the HCEF, please instruct 
your IRA plan administrator to include your name and designation in 

the memo section of a check and make payable and mail to:
Holmes County Education Foundation

114 North Clay Street, Millersburg, OH 44654

IRA Charitable RolloverEstablish a Scholarship With Us!
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FUNdraising with Friends for 
Scholarships

 An eight-day cruise united over two dozen friends and family 
members of the late Carol Hawkins Maurer as they set sail to travel across 
the islands of Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao.  Cruise fundraising coordinator 
and sister to Carol Hawkins Maurer, Marcella Hawkins, states “Carol 
devoted nearly 40 years of her life to nursing and she loved to travel. 
Coordinating this cruise was a great way to honor Carol by including her 
family and friends and raising funds to support our future nurses. Thanks 
to the cruisers, cruise line, travel agency, and other friends we raised 
$4,254.34.”All proceeds were donated to the Holmes County Education 
Foundation (HCEF) for the Carol Hawkins Maurer Nursing Scholarship 

which is awarded annually to Holmes County resident students pursuing Nursing with a preference for those attending 
Ashland University, her alma mater.  Another cruise fundraiser is currently being organized for interested parties to 
participate in a 7 day Cuba & Caribbean Cruise on the Holland America Veendam.  The cruise will be held Feb. 14 - 21, 
2018.  Those interested in attending should contact Marcella Hawkins (loracsadventures@gmail.com) as soon as possible for 
current room availability and rates.

 On Sunday, June 25, 2017, the 18th Annual Aimee Frenette-
Rickly 18-Hole Golf Tournament was held at Fire Ridge Golf Course in 
Millersburg.  One hundred and one golfers participated in the event.  
The tournament raised $4,300.00 towards the Aimee Frenette-Rickly 
Memorial Scholarship which is managed through the HCEF.  The 2017 
scholarship recipient is Samantha Rogers who is studying Business at 
Muskingum University. Shown right is first place winning team (L-R): Tim 
Miller, Trey Fair, Chris Fair, and Dan Mellor.

 The Weber Girls Scholarship, endowed with the 
Foundation, was the beneficiary of $3,000.00 through two 
fundraisers assembled by the scholarship families.  The Weber 
5k run and final 10th annual Weber Girls Poker Run brought 
community members together to memorialize Chris & Doris 
Weber. The Poker Run had 99 riders and included two stops at 
the gravesites of the late sister-in-laws where memories were 
reminisced by friends and family.  The Weber Girls Scholarship 
this year was awarded to Kacie Leppla who is attending 
Muskingum University.
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Keyholder’s society

Members

The Keyholder’s Society was established in 2014 to recognize and thank those donors who have 

included or intend to include the Holmes County Education Foundation in their wills, trusts, 

retirement plans, life insurance designations, and other planned gifts.  By joining, you can take 

satisfaction in knowing that you are part of an important legacy.  Contact Executive Director Darla 

Stitzlein at (330) 674-7303 to learn more about becoming a member of the Keyholder’s Society.

honorary founders

linda & MiKe angelo
anonyMous (3)
Kay e. earney
robin c. hovis

richard & betty Mcnutt
John & dona roberts
MiKe & cindy taylor

MeMbers
anonyMous

carl & florence Maurer

Newly Endowed Scholarships
Holmes County Farm Bureau 

Larry Lee Lang Memorial Scholarship
Holmes County Chamber of Commerce 

- Amish Country Lodging Council 
Scholarship*

Holmes County Ministerial 
Association Scholarship

•  Endowed by the Holmes County Farm 
Bureau

Eligibility requirements include:
•  Holmes County resident
•  Demonstrated financial need
•  Scholastic ability, focus on citizenship, &      
character
•  Agriculture-related field of  study 

•  Endowed by the Holmes County 
Chamber of  Commerce-Amish 

Country Lodging Council
(Christmas Cookie Tour Proceeds)

Eligibility requirements include:
* Additional information coming 

soon!

•  Endowed by the Holmes County 
Ministerial Association

         
  Eligibility requirements include:

•  West Holmes or Hiland High 
School graduating senior
•  Pursuing a ministry-related area 
of  study
•  Enrolled in an accredited 
Christian-based college/university



Providing our Community with Key 
Opportunities for Further Education

Use the enclosed donor 
envelope or donate online at 
our newly updated website 
www.hcef.net!

114 North Clay Street
Millersburg, OH 44654
Phone: 330.674.7303
Fax: 330.674.7313
E-mail: info@hcef.net 
Web: www.hcef.net

NONPROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
MILLERSBURG, OH 44654

PERMIT NO. 97

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

 Thanks to generous donors, 
Sarah Lance received the [Anonymous 
Donors] Achievement Scholarship.  The 
HCEF is able to award renewable 
scholarships namely through donations 
made by individual donors, businesses 
and organizations.  “I just want to 
reiterate my deep appreciation for the 
generosity of my donors for their help in 
allowing me to be able to attend Ohio 
Northern University,” comments Sarah, 
“Being able to attend my top choice 
university was not only an opportunity 
to learn but also to make friendships 
and memories that will last a lifetime.”  

 Sarah currently resides in Anna, 
Ohio where she enjoys playing board 
games, hiking, and biking in her free 
time.   

 When asked what advice she 
would give future students, she says 
“Starting college will likely be a major 
lifestyle change. You will be flooded 
with an abundance of new friendships 

and social opportunities, which is 
an important aspect of the college 
experience, but it’s also important to 
manage your time wisely so you can 
achieve your educational goals. As you 
begin to balance this new life, remember 
that you have family, friends, professors, 
and counselors all to help support and 
guide you.”

Sarah Lance proudly displays her new 
Pharmacist coat and badge (below).

Spotlight on Alumni

 Many students dream 
of attending their ideal college and 
pursuing their chosen major, however 
some students are unable to do so due 
to issues with college affordability.  Such 
was the case for West Holmes High 
School graduate, Sarah Lance, until the 
Holmes County Education Foundation 
was able to provide her with a 
scholarship to help decrease her college 
tuition and fee costs.  Sarah states, “By 
helping cover some of the financial 
burden of higher education, I was able 
to attend my first choice university for 
the entirety of my degree. They helped 
alleviate some of the weighing debt 
that comes with college, especially for 
a doctoral degree.”  Sarah’s preferred 
school was Ohio Northern University 
where she pursued a degree centered 
in Pharmacology.  She now works as a 
successful Pharmacist for Kroger.  

It’s Easy to Invest!


