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Fred Balding Hired as 
Foundation’s Gift Planning Officer

Fred Balding

July 1st marked Fred Balding’s 
first day on the job as the Education 
Foundation’s Gift Planning 
Officer.  Balding’s responsibilities 
include developing, designing and 
implementing new gift commitments 
to the Foundation.  He will coordinate 
the cultivation and solicitation of 
prospective donors, maximize donor 
relationships, and ultimately develop 
mid-range and long range strategies 
to increase the Foundation’s funding 
capacity.  Funding for this position 
has been provided by the Ohio 
College Access Network.

Fred lives in Massillon, and has 
previously worked as Director of 
Advancement for the Christian 

Children’s Home of Ohio.  He has 
extensive experience in planned 
giving and capital campaigning, 
having graduated from The National 
Planned Giving Institute in 1999.  

Of this new opportunity, Balding 
said, “I am very pleased to be called 
to the Holmes County Education 
Foundation [HCEF].  By coming here, 
I have joined with an outstanding 
organization.  The HCEF has both a 
compelling mission and exceptional 
record of accomplishment in carrying 
it out for the citizens of Holmes 
County. In the days ahead, I shall look 
forward to meeting them, getting to 
know them, and serving their goals 
through the HCEF.”

Spotlight on Alumni

R ecently returning to Holmes 
County, Preston and Bonnie 
(Woodring) Coblentz have 

already made themselves at home.  
Wanting to settle down near their 
families, Preston and Bonnie enjoy 
Holmes County for the people’s 
work ethic and caring nature.  “This 
isn’t a town,” Bonnie adds. “It’s a 
community!”  

Preston began work in 2007 
as a sales associate for Chuck 
Nicholson.  He is responsible to 
assist customers through the 
process of purchasing vehicles.  
Receiving an Associate’s Degree 
in specialized technology from the 
Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics 
in 2001, Coblentz states, “I am 
not in the career I went to school 
for, but with my knowledge gained 
in maintenance, I can speak 
intelligently about a vehicle.  Also, 
with over 800 hours of electrical 
training, I feel comfortable with 
repairing computers.”.

His wife Bonnie recently started 

as a marketing coordinator at 
the Holmes County Chamber of 
Commerce.  She graduated from Ohio 
Northern University in 2001 with a 
Bachelor’s of Science in Business 
Administration.  “[This degree] gave 
me a foundation on which to build 
a career,” Bonnie stated.  “I have 
an understanding of all important 
business aspects, including 
finance, accounting, economics, 
human resources, and marketing, 
all of which I reference daily while 
performing my job duties.”  In her 
job, Bonnie promotes businesses in 
Holmes County through print media, 
e-media, travel shows, industry-
specific organizations and public 
relations.

The Holmes County Education 
Foundation has been part of the 
Coblentz’s journey.  The Foundation 
first “assisted by absorbing some 
of my financial burden,” Preston 
stated.  Bonnie agreed, adding, “It 
is motivating to know that there is 
an organization working hard to help 

people to achieve their dreams.”  
Both were very thankful of the aid 
they received.  “[The Foundation] is 
not only a blessing, but an asset to 
our community,” Preston stated.

The Coblentzes live just outside 
of Millersburg.  Bonnie enjoys 
scrapbooking, taking pictures, and 
researching genealogy.  Preston 
enjoys hunting, computer repair, and 
biking.  Together, the couple fosters 
dogs for the Holmes County Humane 
Society and enjoys spending time 
with family and friends. 

Preston $ Bonnie Coblentz
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Senior Series Classes 
in Full Swing This Summer

E ducational and engaging 
classes started the 
summer Senior Series on 

the right foot!  Practical Spanish 
in Action is one of these classes, 
taught by Robin Hauenstein, 
who was able to teach students 
basic sayings such as “Hello”, 
“Goodbye”, and “Thank You” (see 
picture, top right).  Hauenstein 
was also able to give an account 
of her medical missions trips 
to Honduras, in which she was 
able to put her language skills 
to use.   “I tell [everyone] that 
if you can say 5-10 words and 
know the proper form of respect 
when addressing someone, the 
world is your oyster,” Hauenstein 
states.  “You don’t have to know a 
complete sentence when a single 
word answers the question or 
gets results.  I encourage them to 
simply try to memorize the words 
for things that are important 
to them, and smile, use hand 

gestures and be polite.”
A Ballroom Dancing class also 

began in June, as Jerry and Helen 
Craycraft shared their knowledge 
of different dance routines.  
Students first learned how to 
waltz, as evident by the bottom 
picture with Helen (far left) looking 
on as she teaches Dick and Betty 
McNutt (center) and Darb and 
Joan Snyder (right) the basics.  
“Last year we took the Yoga class 
[through the Senior Series] and 
enjoyed the experience,” Dick 
McNutt said.  “We are always 
looking for interesting things to 
do and you can’t beat the [free] 
price for these classes!”

The Senior Series is funded by 
the Holmes County Education 
Foundation to the Holmes County 
Higher Education Center and 
in conjunction with the Holmes 
County Senior Center and other 
local groups.


