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Ann Hadley Gastier recently joined the Holmes 
County College Access Program as Advisor. 

Ms. Gastier obtained her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Communications and American Studies from 
Heidelberg College. In addition she received her Master 
of Education degree from the University of Toledo and 
Vocational Assessment Education Specialist Certificate 
from Kent State University. 

For the past twelve years, Ann has been employed in 
part-time positions as Vocational Assessment Evaluator, 
GED Examiner, and Career Assessment Specialist for 
the Wayne County Schools Career Center.

Ann is available to meet with students and adults 
needing assistance with higher education. The college 
access program services are free to Holmes County 
residents and include: one-on-one advising concerning 

career education, financial 
aid, college selection, 
FAFSA assistance, and 
scholarship searches. 

Ann is available to 
meet with students and 
adults on Monday, Tuesday 
or Wednesday and can be 
reached at collegeaccess@hcef.net or 330-674-1255. 
Appointments can be held at the College Access 
Office or set up through your high school guidance 
counselor. 

The funding for the program is made possible by the 
Ohio College Access Network and the Ohio Appalachian 
Center for Higher Education in partnership with the 
Holmes County Education Foundation.

Advisor Making College Access
Easier for Students

Ann Hadley Gastier

College Fair in full swing

Holmes County College Fair Boasts Over 80 Exhibitors
Eight local high schools were represented 

as almost 300 students and their families 

attended the Holmes County College Fair on 

Monday, October 20th at West Holmes High 

School. The event, sponsored by the Holmes 

County Education Foundation, had over 80 

college, university, military and education-

related institutions provide valuable information 

to inquisitive high school students and parents. 

The Foundation wishes to thank the countless 

individuals who made this event possible.

Holmes County High Schools 
Receive College-Bound Books

Local guidance counselors from Hiland High School and West 
Holmes High School recently received new resource books 
from grant funds provided to the Holmes County College 
Access Program. The new books explain how to get financial 
aid, explore college majors and obtain scholarships. These 
resource books are available in the guidance offices and 
the college access office. Shown is (L-R) Craig Hershberger, 
Ronda Leitch, and Ann Hadley Gastier.
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Lines. Everywhere we go in our “convenience mart” society, we must contend with 
lines. I’ll admit it. I’m not very good at waiting in line. It never fails. Whenever 

I’m at the bank or the grocery, whichever fast moving line I choose quickly becomes the 
slowest. And another thing— I have no patience with people who try to “cut into” line 
anywhere in front of me. I didn’t mind not being among the first to see the latest Indiana 
Jones movie, because I just don’t like waiting in line for things. Here at the Holmes County 
Education Foundation, however, we look at things a bit differently. We are happy to be last 
in line. In fact, we want to be last in YOUR line.

This “line” I’m talking about is an excellent way for you to invest the most significant gift of your life. One that 
leaves a legacy of confidence in Holmes County AFTER you’ve provided for all your loved ones. Why not make 
Holmes County Education Foundation the “last beneficiary” of your Will? If you don’t have a will, there are at least 
three things you need to realize.

#1: You are not alone. Each year seven out of every 10 people die without valid Wills. This happens because 
most people don’t realize how important a Will is. Some of you may believe you don’t own enough to need one.

#2: Any time might be “your time.” Death does not take your age or the seasons into account.

#3: If you die “intestate” (without a valid Will) your estate is subject to the impersonal, rigid “descent and 
distribution” laws of the state. If you care what happens to your estate, and where loved ones (especially minor 
children) are concerned, you can’t depend on the state to carry out your wishes. 

If you want information on “How To Make A Will That Works”, or you want more information on “making HCEF 
‘last in line’ in your Will,” or would like more information about Gift Annuities, Remainder Trusts or other vehicles of 
estate planning, contact me at plannedgiving@hcef.net or at (330) 674-7303, extension # 105. 

Every Blessing,

Fred Balding, Gift Planning Officer

“Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a word fitly spoken.” —Proverbs 25:11

Golden Apples
From our Gift Planning Officer

Fred Balding

P.S.- Congress is allowing individuals age 70½ and older with traditional 
or Roth IRAs to make tax-free gifts directly to qualified charities. 

Contact me to learn more, or visit www.sharpenet.com/irarollover/.

Key Foundation Establishes 
Endowed Scholarship

Key Foundation, a foundation funded by KeyCorp, recently 
donated $25,000 to the Holmes County Education Foundation 

to establish an endowed scholarship. The Key Foundation Endowed 
Scholarship will assist Holmes County residents demonstrating 
financial need as they pursue their higher education goals in the 
field of business or finance.

Key has a giving focus of economic self-sufficiency, rooted in the 
belief that economically self-sufficient individuals are empowered to 
face the challenges they encounter as they aspire to achieve their 
dreams. KeyBank representatives presenting the check to Executive 
Director Darla Stitzlein are (L-R) Jeff Mills, Brian Hostettler, Tom Orr, 
and Lynn Hamilton.
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Spotlight on Alumni

I enjoy living and working in 
Holmes County. I almost 

always know someone who my 
patient knows, which I think helps 
put them at ease.” These words 
come from Kim Ogi, a licensed 
physical therapist assistant 
and rehab manager at Absolute 
Rehabilitation and Consulting, 
Majora Lane. She is responsible 
for managing the rehab department 
staff and providing physical therapy 
to patients. 

Ogi graduated from West 
Holmes High School in 1994, spent 
two years at Bowling Green State 
University, and finished her degree 
in associate physical therapy from 
Central Ohio Technical College in 
Newark, Ohio in 1999. “I love the job 
I do,” she explains, “and it wouldn’t 
be possible without my degree.”

Kim is thankful for her 
educational experience, having 
received part of her financial help 
from the Holmes County Education 
Foundation. “[I received a] four-
year renewable scholarship [named 
after] Paul Sauerbrey, who taught 
at Killbuck Elementary when I 
attended there,” Kim states.

Ogi also has a special place in 
her heart for the Aimee Frenette-
Rickly Memorial Golf Tournament, 
held annually to support an 
Education Foundation scholarship 
in Aimee’s memory. “I have 
participated in the Frenette [golf] 
scramble every year I have been 
physically able to, even helping 
cook the meal when I was pregnant 
with my second child. Aimee was a 
good friend of mine from the first 
grade. We graduated high school 

together and remained friends 
through college. She became a 
teacher, and the scholarship would 
have made her very proud. I am 
there every year at the scramble 
for her legacy.”

Ogi and her sons Luke (12) and 
Cale (8) live in Killbuck. Kim also 
enjoys attending her boys’ sporting 
events and scrapbooking.

Kim Ogi with patient
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